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Open-plan 
fundamentals

he owners of this home had moved four times over 
the previous eight years, before finally being able to 
build their dream home, and all the moves collectively 

inspired the style and decor of this home. 
From an exterior perspective, the property provides 

the perfect example of what is achieved through the close 

collaboration between the client, architect and builder, who 
together fine-tuned the design for maximised utilisation of 
space at all levels, resulting in a home with an easy flow and 
brilliant finishes.

Award-winning company, Ivecon Projects was responsible 
for the construction of this impressive residence. 

BY SUNGULA NKABINDE  •  PROJECT CONSULTANT CANDICE JIN  
•  PROPERTY COORDINATOR CHANTEL SPENCE  •  PHOTOGRAPHY NIC BALETA

IVECON PROJECTS 011 472 3154
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BELOW: Construction specialist, Ivecon 
Projects coordinated this project – from 
foundation to occupation. The house was 
constructed using a light gauge steel frame 
(LGSF) system with an external fi nish of 
65mm high-density polystyrene that was 
coated in a three-coat plaster application. 
Internally, dry walling was applied to the walls 
and ceiling. The cavity between the external 
wall fi nish and the internal dry walling was 
fi lled with insulation, making the house more 
thermally and acoustically sound than other 
traditional or modern building methods.

Kevin Els provided the architecture, design and 
specifi cations (both internal and external) for 
this home. Steel-frame construction was used 
instead of conventional building techniques, 
while eco-friendly elements and materials such 
as timber, steel, glass and stone complement 
the particular architectural style.

EVOLVE ARCHITECTS 082 442 6346
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ABOVE: Warisan Africa supplied furniture, in plantation teak 
and mahogany, from various ranges: Magali, Santai, Samaya 
and Vico. The furniture was supplied in Coklat, which is a dark 
stained, low-sheen fi nish, and other items were of a natural 
teak fi nish. Fabrics from the Sunbrella range, and some by 
Hertex, add the fi nal touches.

The interiors of this home have been enhanced through quality 
materials, dynamic textures and on-trend decor elements. A 
standout feature in this room are the luxurious and fashionable 
curtains from Fabric Fusion, which were used to accentuate 
the modern and elegant appeal that the home emits.  

LEFT: The front door, wooden gate and interior doors of this 
home were manufactured and installed by Van Acht Wooden 
Windows. Meranti wood with marine-ply inserts was used for 
the doors, and was treated with a V-coat oil sealant to ensure 
longevity. Established in 1986, Van Acht now offers one of the 
largest selections of doors globally.

VAN ACHT WOODEN WINDOWS 011 708 2488

WARISAN AFRICA 021 421 1122
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In 2012, the company won the “Best Built Home” award 
and ultimately walked away with the “Greenest Built Home” 
accolade as well for its Waterfall Estate show house. As 
testimony to the company’s cutting-edge expertise, this home 
was built using the light gauge steel frame methodology 
(LGSF), which is currently employed as the standard building 
practice all over Europe and Australasia, due to its eco 
properties. 

Of this building method, architect, Kevin Als from Evolve 
Architects, explains that “steel-framed homes are often 
considered rather predictable”, adding that with this home, he 
wanted to “prove” that this is a misconception. “As one can 
see in the dynamics of the space, the flexibility of this material 
allows for a treatment and finish with tremendous potential to 
push the envelope of construction methods in home design,” 
he states.

In keeping with the “green” movement, apart from its 
LGSF structure, the home has other features, which take 
the environment into consideration. “The external wall is 
made from high-density EPS polystyrene, with specialised 
insulation placed within the steel framework. This turns the 

home into a well-insulated ‘cooler box’, which, when cooled 
or heated, maintains temperature much longer than traditional 
buildings,” explains Sven Iversen from Ivecon.

A highlight feature of the home is the double-volume 
ground level, which is open-plan and invites natural elements 
into the space through stylish stone-clad walls. Kevin explains 
that he tried to create privacy here without using surrounding 
walls, which can appear confining. So, instead, he used two 
seperate stone-clad walls, which really impressed the owners.

The open-plan lounge, central to the designer kitchen and 
dining areas, is the owners’ favourite area. From here, views 
of the garden can also be enjoyed; and due to its proximity 
to a beautiful water feature, which holds a special spiritual 
significance for the family, this is where they spend most of 
their time. 

When it came to the interior, the owners did not use 
an interior designer, as they wanted it to be an immediate 
reflection of their family’s diverse tastes and personalities.
Warisan Africa, an international company with its 
headquarters in Indonesia, supplied some of the custom-
made furniture. 
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FABRIC FUSION 011 467 4798
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COLONIAL STONE 011 794 9737 

PANAVISION EVOLVE 011 262 3390
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OPPOSITE PAGE ABOVE: Colonial Stone provided all the interior 
cladding throughout the home. The company advocated the use 
of the Ledgestone cladding in fi ve different shades of grey to 
complement the soft grey tones and creams, which were designed 
to match the theme of the house. Since its humble beginnings 
in 1998, Colonial Stone has evolved into a company with one of 
the most extensive ranges of cladding in South Africa, which is 
accompanied by wide ranges of pavers, cobbles and fl agstones. 

OPPOSITE PAGE BELOW: In this home, Panavision Evolve was 
responsible for setting up the Crestron-based HDMI video matrix 
as well as an audio distribution system throughout selected 
areas of the home. The company also created an integrated light 
automation network using the Crestron product range. Panavision 
Evolve is primarily involved in the commercial and residential 
automation industry, focusing predominantly on providing an 
overall building management solution in the commercial space, 
and designing integrated solutions for controlling multi-room audio/
visual, lighting, energy, climate control, Wi-Fi/Internet access 
within private residences. 

THIS PAGE ABOVE: Eurofi t designed, manufactured and installed 
the kitchen, built-in cupboards, vanities, bar and wine cellar to 
complement this modern home. The kitchen has acrylic, metallic-
gloss doors and quartz worktops, while the cupboards, vanities 
and bar have wrap doors in various shades, with a deep embossed 
grain to suit each space. The wine cellar is a combination of satin 
walnut veneer and solid wood with stainless steel bottle holders, 
which completes the look and feel of this home.

RIGHT: Bamboo Warehouse supplied and installed the 180m² 
carbonised, strand-woven, bamboo click fl ooring in the passage, 
study and the four bedrooms. Bamboo Warehouse is a leading 
supplier of bamboo fl ooring and other bamboo products in South 
Africa. The company’s products are made from bamboo, which is 
specifi cally farmed for commercial use and is therefore ecologically 
sustainable.

EUROFIT KITCHENS & CUPBOARDS 011 022 8005

BAMBOO WAREHOUSE 021 701 0568
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Through the company’s Cape Town agent, these residents 
“were able to choose simple and elegant pieces, which  
blended with the style of the home”. 

For this family, a feeling of relief washed over them as 
they entered the completed house for the very first time – 
not only because the grueling project was finally over, but 
also, after numerous exhausting moves, they at last had a 
home in which to settle down forever. �

CONTACT:
BAMBOO WAREHOUSE – flooring 

021 701 0568, lori@bamboowarehouse.co.za, 

www.bamboowarehouse.co.za

ABOVE: Plantation Shutters designed, manufactured and 
installed the satin white Plantation Timber Shutters on a 
sliding folding track system, which is used as a bathroom 
divider. The company also manufactures aesthetically pleasing 
Plantation Security Shutters in aluminium, which are suitable 
for both indoor and outdoor use.

COLONIAL STONE – cladding, cobbles, flagstones, paving

011 794 9737, reception@colonialstone.co.za, 

www.istone.co.za

EUROFIT KITCHENS & CUPBOARDS – kitchens and cabinetry

011 022 8005, 082 378 7007, www.ef.co.za

EVOLVE ARCHITECTS – architect

082 442 6346, kevin@evolvearch.co.za, www.evolvearch.co.za

FABRIC FUSION – fabrics

011 467 4798, info@fabricfusion.co.za, www.fabricfusion.co.za

IVECON PROJECTS – professional construction management

011 472 3154, info@iveconprojects.co.za, 

www.iveconprojects.co.za

PANAVISION EVOLVE – automation solutions

082 441 3469, 083 659 4904, barry@panavision.co.za

PLANTATION SHUTTERS – timber and security shutters

021 557 1701, info@plantation.co.za, www.plantation.co.za

VAN ACHT WOODEN WINDOWS – wooden doors and windows

011 708 2488, sales@vanacht.co.za, www.vanacht.co.za

WARISAN AFRICA – imported furniture

021 421 1122, matthew@warisansa.com, www.warisansa.com

PLANTATION SHUTTERS 021 557 1701


